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Background, Geographical Location of Grassy

Narrows

Grassy Narrows is Asubpeeschoseewagong in Anishinabemowin (our indigenous
language). We are located in the northwestern part of the province of Ontario in

Canada. We Are geographically located close to the centre of Canada and our village
population is about 800 people.




20,000+ Anishinabek Treaty #3

We were named the Ojibway by the missionaries in early colonial times when the
Europeans first came on to north America. We are correctly called Anishinabek. We
are a people that number 100,000 plus in north America called the Algonquins. We
are one of the larger population of indigenous nations in North America. In the treaty
#3 area, surrounding Kenora Ontario, there are 28 villages of my people the
Anishinabek numbering 20,000 plus

| TREATY #3 AREA MAP
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What is the Mercury

Crisis?

During the 1960s and early '70s, the
chemical plant at the Reed Paper mill
in Dryden, Ont., which is upstream of
Grassy Narrows, dumped 9,000
kilograms of mercury into the English-
Wabigoon River.

The fish were full of poison, and the
people from Grassy Narrows,
Wabaseemoong, and Wabauskang
who relied on the fish as a staple in
their diet, were found to have the
chemical toxin in their bodies.




Impact on way of life

Before the mercury dumping, Grassy Narrows was a largely
self-sufficient community steeped in culture and with 90 per
cent employment. After the poisoning, the commercial
fisher was shut down, the largest sport fishing lodge closed,
and employment dropped to 10 per cent.

The mercury crisis has greatly contributed to a loss of way of
life, relationships with language, land and waters on the
territory have been harmed. Repairing these relationships is
only just beginning.
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Report: Mercury poison levels in Grassy Narrows still in
highest risk category
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newly released applied in the Wabigoon-English River system. Approximately 10 tonnes of mercury were released to the Wabigoon River between o E GG

YO Full Name (requirec

1962 and 1969 from a chlor-alkali facility at Dryden, Ontario, resulting in highly contaminated waters, sediments and biota. Mercury
government contamination in fish was observed at least as far as Tetu Lake, 250 km downstream of Dryden. After measures were carried out in
Commissioned report the early 1970s to reduce mercury releases from the chlor-alkali facility, mercury concentrations quickly began to decline in

h f d h sediments and fish, but unfortunately these concentrations stabilized or declined very slowly since the 1990s, and remained 2-
asioun t at 10 times above regional background levels in Clay Lake walleye in 2010. [click to read the full report]

mercury levels in the
sediment of Grassy
Narrows’ Wabigoon
River remain up to 20 times above natural levels, while fish are up to 15
times above consumption guideline levels. This places the river above

the frequent adverse effects level — the highest risk threshold used by NeW l‘eport CallS fOl‘ 'urgent aCtion' over mercul‘y
Environment Canada to trigger remediation in the St. Lawrence poisoning Of Gl‘aSSY Narrows Vouth, mothel‘S

environmental risk assessment. The Wabigoon River is the site of one
of Canada’s most infamous ongoing environmental health disasters
which began when 9,000 kg of mercury were dumped by a paper mill f : ) (&) in
upstream in the 1960’s. No clean-up has been done even though
multiple generations of Grassy Narrows families have been poisoned by
the mercury.
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Thunder Bay

Fish consumption from contaminated river linked to a multitude of health problems
in community

Kris Ketonen - CBC News - Posted: Dec 05, 2018 11:35 AM ET | Last Updated: December 5, 2018
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Alliances
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Ceremony




Action
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Accomplishments

* Mercury River Cleanup Fund

* Mercury Care Home Funding
Agreement

« Commitment to reform the
Mercury Disability Board

- Land Declaration

« 20 Years of Resistance to Clear
Cutting







Visit freegrassy.net for updates.

Follow on social media:
https://twitter.com/FreeGrassy
https://www.facebook.com/FreeGrassy

https://www.instagram.com/grassy.narrows.solidarity/
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