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Mercury Justice
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Background, Geographical Location of Grassy 
Narrows

• Grassy Narrows is Asubpeeschoseewagong in Anishinabemowin (our indigenous 

language).  We are located in the northwestern part of the province of Ontario in 

Canada. We Are geographically located close to the centre of Canada and our village 

population is about 800 people. 



20,000+ Anishinabek Treaty #3
• We were named the Ojibway by the missionaries in early colonial times when the 

Europeans first came on to north America.  We are correctly called Anishinabek.  We 

are a people that number 100,000 plus in north America called the Algonquins.  We 

are one of the larger population of indigenous nations in North America.  In the treaty 

#3 area, surrounding Kenora Ontario, there are 28 villages of my people the 

Anishinabek numbering 20,000 plus



What is the Mercury 
Crisis?
During the 1960s and early '70s, the 
chemical plant at the Reed Paper mill 
in Dryden, Ont., which is upstream of 
Grassy Narrows, dumped 9,000 
kilograms of mercury into the English-
Wabigoon River.

The fish were full of poison, and the 
people from Grassy Narrows, 
Wabaseemoong, and Wabauskang
who relied on the fish as a staple in 
their diet, were found to have the 
chemical toxin in their bodies.



Impact on way of life
Before the mercury dumping, Grassy Narrows was a largely 
self-sufficient community steeped in culture and with 90 per 
cent employment. After the poisoning, the commercial 
fisher was shut down, the largest sport fishing lodge closed, 
and employment dropped to 10 per cent.

The mercury crisis has greatly contributed to a loss of way of 
life, relationships with language, land and waters on the 
territory have been harmed. Repairing these relationships is 
only just beginning. 



How has Grassy Narrows sought justice?

•Research
•Alliances

•Ceremony

•Action



Research



Research Cont’d (Health reports)
• 1979: Neurological examinations “revealed effects that may be associated with methylmercury 

poisoning but a definitive diagnosis remained elusive”. (Wheatley, 1979)

• 1986:  Dr. Brian Postl examined Grassy Narrows’ morbidity and mortality records from the local 
hospital. The report indicated that the community “experienced illness and death at rates which far 

exceed district, provincial and national standards”. 

• 1975 –2011: Dr. Masazumi Harada and his team examined persons at four occasions and reported 
many cases of clinical Minamata Disease and Minamata Disease with complications. 

• In 2015 - 2018: Dr. Donna Mergler collaborated with Grassy Narrows to carry out a community-based 
health assessment.

• 2021 – Ailine Philibert publishes Lancet Planetary Health Article linking premature death in Grassy 
Narrows to mercury



Alliances



Ceremony



Action













Accomplishments

• Mercury River Cleanup Fund 

• Mercury Care Home Funding 

Agreement

• Commitment to reform the 

Mercury Disability Board

• Land Declaration

• 20 Years of Resistance to Clear 

Cutting





Visit freegrassy.net for updates.
Follow on social media:

https://twitter.com/FreeGrassy
https://www.facebook.com/FreeGrassy

https://www.instagram.com/grassy.narrows.solidarity/ 

https://twitter.com/FreeGrassy
https://www.facebook.com/FreeGrassy
https://www.instagram.com/grassy.narrows.solidarity/
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